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Introduction

While maintaining academic integrity, MiraCosta College is committed to ensuring that students
with disabilitiesreceiveappropriateaccommodatioim theirinstructionalactivitiesasmandated

by federal and state law and by college politiie fundamental principles of nondiscrimination

and accommodation in academic programs were set forth in the implementing regulations for the
1973 Rehabilitation Act, Section 50@ther applicable laws include the Americans with

Disabilities Act, Public Law 10B36, theFamily Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974,

and Title V of the California Code of Regulations.

I. Academic Accommodation Regulations
Section504 ofthe 1973Rehabilitation Act provides that:

"No qualified handicapped student shall, on the basis of handicap, be excluded from
participationin, bedeniedthe benefitsof, or otherwisebe subjectedo discrimination under
any . . . postsecondary education program or activity . . . " (84.43.a).

"[An institution] shall make such modification to its academic requirements as are necessary
to ensure that such requirements do not discriminate or have the effect of discriminating, on
the basis of handicap, against a qualified handicapped applicantens Academic
requirements that the recipient [the institution] can demonstrate are essential to the program
of instruction being pursued by such student or to any directly réie¢edingrequirement

will notberegardedasdiscriminatorywithin themeaning of this sectiorModification may

include changes in the length of time permitted for completion of degree requirements,
substitution of specific courses required for completion of degree requirements, and
adaptation of the manner in which specific courses are condu8ied4(a).

[l. Overview of Academic Accommodation

A studentmay requesaccommodation atny of the followingthree levels:
x Levell, CourseAccommodation:anadjustmenthatallowsastudentwith a disability an
equal opportunity to complete course requirements;
x Levelll, CourseSubstitution:thereplacementf arequiredcoursewith anapproved
alternative course;
x Levellll, Course Waliver:the waiver of a required course.

[1l. Level | Accommodation: Course Accommodation

A. Definition: A courseaccommodatiois anadjustmenthatallowsa studentwith a
disability an equal opportunity to complete course requiremdis.college recognizes
that many disabilities that may preclude a student from successfully completing a course
can be overcome with a course accommodation such as test facilitation, use of a note
taker, and permission to tape record class sessfonsstudent seeking a course
accommodation due to a documented disability may request assistance from Student
Accessbility Services (SAS).
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B. Eligibility: Any studentwith adocumentedisability is eligible to request course
accommodation.

C. Procedure for requesting a Level | Accommodatidrstudent requests a course
accommodation through SAShe student must present to SAS verifying documentation
of hisor herdisability from a qualified professionalasdeterminedy SAS. SAS
considers the educational functional limitations and severity of the disability; determines
what, if any, accommodation is appropriate; and facilitates the implementation of that
accommodation.

D. Procedurdor resolving aconcerrmregarding a Level Accommodation:

1. If astudenthasaconcernheor sheshouldtaketheappropriateactionasindicated
below:

StudentConcern
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f. If the student is dissatisfied with the decision, he or she may appeal it within ten
instructional daysThe student sends the appeal to the ADA Coordinator, who
forwardsit to the college presiderfor afinal determination Within ten
instructional days co()Tj0e85Tj 0.24 0 Td [(t)-2 (he)]TJ 1.22 0 T
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specific coursesequiredfor graduation.However the collegerecognizeshata disability

may preventastudentrom accomplishinghisin the samemanneraswould a student
withoutadisability. In some cases, a course substitution may be warrartied.

substitution is recorded on the transcript; however, students must realize that subsequent
educational institutions may not recognize a substitution granted by MiraCosta College.

B. Eligibility: A coursesubstitution
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3) Useof all appropriateandavailablesupportservicessuchastutorial
assistance or instructional support classes

4) Use of all appropriate and available course accommodation such as
test facilitationuseof a notetaker,andpermissiorto taperecordclass
sessions

(b) A disability of suchamagnitudehatthe studenicouldnot successfully
complete the course even with Level | accommodation

(3) Evidencethatthe studentis otherwisequalified,suchas:

(a) Success completingcoursework
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b. Evidencehattherequiredcourseandthesubstituteccoursearesubstantially
equivalent in content and/or purpose

4. Within thirty instructionaldaysof thefiling of therequestthe ADA Coordinator
informs the student in writing of the committee’s decisibhe ADA Coordinator
maintains the files and records of the district relating to course substitution requests.

D. Procedure for appealing a decision made regarding a Level Il AccommodeHteon:
student is dissatisfied with the decision, he or she may appeal it within ten instructional
days. The studensendgheappeato the ADA Coordinatorwho forwardsit to the
collegepresidentor a final determinationWithin ten instructional days of receiving the
appeal, the college president provides a written determination to the student.

E. Otherremediedor appealincadecisionregarding d_evel Il Accommodation:

An appealo thepresidenis notaprerequisiteo the pursuitof otherremediesalthough

the college strongly suggests that this appeal process be used first. Also, the student’s
right to a prompt and equitable resolution of a course substitution appeal will not be
impaired by the student’s pursuit of other remedies. The other remedies are as follows:

1. Thestudentmayappeabeforethe MiraCostaBoardof Trustees.

2. The student may file a complaint with the Chancellor of the California Community
Collegeswithin thirty calendadaysof theeventor following the completionof the
Course Accommodation Grievance procg3$e student should obtain from the
college’s Director of Human Resources the procedure for filing a complaint with the
Chancellor.) The address for the Chancellor’s Office is as follows:

Chancellor'sOffice
CaliforniaCommunityColleges Forum Building
1107 Ninth Street

SacramentoCA 95814

3. The student may file a complaint with the Federal Office of Civil Rights in San
Francisco, Californiaf heor shebelieveshatthe collegeor oneof its representatives
is violating his or her rights.The address for the Federal Office of Civil Rights is as
follows:

U.S. Department of Education
Office for Civil Rights-Region 9
PostsecondargducatiorDivision
Old Federal Building
SouthUnitedNationsPlaza,
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V. Level lll Accommodation: Course Waiver

A. Definition: A coursewaiveris theeliminationof arequiredcoursefrom a student’s
programof study. The required course must be peripheral to the student’s course of
study, transfer goals, major, or employment goals, and the student must not require any
further classes or training in the specified area.

MiraCosta College intends that all its graduates successfully complete all of the specific
coursesequiredfor graduation.However the collegerecognizeshata disability may

prevent a student from accomplishing this in the same manner as would a student without
a disability. In rare cases, a waiver may be appropriate. The waiver is recorded on the
transcript; however, students must realize that subsequent educationalonstitgy

not recognize a waiver granted by MiraCosta College.

B. Eligibility: A course waiver may be appropriate provided that 1) either the student has
made a goodaith effort to pass the course or his or her disability is of such a magnitude
that any attempb passthecoursewould be futile and2) no appropriatecourse
substitutions available. The waived course must be peripheral to the student’s course of
study, transfer goals, major, or employment goals, and the student must not require any
further classes or training in the specified area.

C. Procedure for requestingLavel 11l Accommodation:

1. Thestudentsubmitsa packetcontaining thdollowing to the Academic Senate
President:

a. A completed Course Waiver Requésim
b. All post-secondary transcripts
c. Documentation of the disabilityncluding oneor both ofthefollowing:

(1) Educationalerificationby alicensed/credentialegrofessionaincluding
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(2) Evidence of one dbllowing:

(a) A goodf{aith effort to succeedn therequired course, including the
following:

1) Consistenandpersisteneffortin
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grievanceoriginated (This faculty membelis appointedy the Presidentf the
Academic Senate).

3. The CWRC meets, makes a decision regarding the student’s request, and forwards the
decisionto the Americanswith DisabilitiesAct (ADA) Coordinator.In orderto make
a decision, the CWRC reviews the student packet and then considers the following:

a. Evidencethattherequestvould notrequireafundamentablterationto an
essential component of an institutional or discipbpecific standard

b. Evidencethattherequiredcourses peripherato the student’scourseof study,
transfer goals, major, or employment goals and the student will not require any
further classes or training in the specified area

c. Evidencethatthe disabilitycould notbeaddressedvith aLevelll
Accommodation

4. The ADA Coordinator informs the student in writing of the committee’s decision, no
later tharthirty instructionaldaysafterthe dateof therequest. The ADA Coordinator
maintains the files and records of the district relating to waiver requests.

D. Procedure for appealing a decision made regarding a Level Il Accommodation: If a
student is dissatisfied with the decision, he orrelag appeal it within ten instructional
days. The studensendgheappeato the ADA Coordinatorwho forwardsit to the
collegepresidentor a finaldetermination.Within teninstructionaldaysof receivingthe
appealthecollegepresident provides a written determination to the student.

E. Otherremedies for appealing decisiorregarding d_evellll Accommodation:
An appeal to the college president is not a prerequisite to the pursuit of other remedies,
although the college strongly suggests that its appeal process be usédsfirsthe

student’s righto a promptandequitableresolutionto acoursewaiverappeahwill notbe
impairedby the student’s pursuit of other remedies.
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SacramentoCA 95814

3. The student may file a complaint with the Federal Office of Civil Rights in San
Francisco, Californiaf heor shebelieveghatthe collegeor oneof its representatives
is violating his or her rights.The address for the Federal Office of Civil Rights is as
follows:

U.S. Department of Education
Office for Civil Rights-Region 9
PostsecondarfgducatiorDivision

Old Federal Building
SouthUnitedNationsPlazaRoom239
San Francisco, CA 94102

Appendix

X CourseAccommodatiorGrievancd=orm

X Course Substitution Request Form

x Course Waiver Reguest Form
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https://miracosta.edu/student-services/sas/_docs/policies-grievance.pdf
https://miracosta.edu/student-services/sas/_docs/policies-level2.pdf
https://miracosta.edu/student-services/sas/_docs/policies-level3.pdf
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