
 

 
 

MIRACOSTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

One Barnard Drive, Oceanside,  CA 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING MARCH 16, 2023 
 (Approved April 20, 2023 ) 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Board of Trustees of the MiraCosta Community College District met in open session on 
Thursday, March 16, 2023, in the Room 1131, at the San Elijo Campus. President Frank 
Merchat called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. 

 
II. FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL  

Board members present: 
Rick Cassar   Frank Merchat 
Raye Clendening  Anna Pedroza  
William Fischer  Jackie Simon 
George McNeil  Inayah Abdulmateen (Student Trustee)  
     
        
Administrators present: 
Superintendent/President Sunny Cooke 
Assistant Superintendent/Vice President Tim Flood 
Assistant Superintendent/Vice President Charlie Ng 
Interim Dean Russell Walden 
Assistant Superintendent/Vice President Alketa Wojcik 

 
III. APPROVE MEETING MINUTES 

 
A. Special Meeting/Closed Session of February 23, 2023  
B. Workshop of February 23, 2023  
C. Regular Business Meeting of February 23, 2023  
By motion of Trustee Clendening, seconded by Trustee McNeil, the board approved 
the minutes of the special meeting/closed session, the workshop, and the regular business 
meeting of February 23, 2022.  
Vote:    6/0/1 
Aye:   Cassar, Clendening, Fischer, McNeil, Merchat, Simon 
Abstentions:  Pedroza  
Absent:  None 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS ON AND NOT ON THE AGENDA  
   Interim Dean Russell Walden provided a warm welcome to the board of trustees. 
  



 
V. 



By motion of Trustee McNeil, seconded by Trustee Clendening, consent items A-D and 
G-H were approved. 
Vote:    7/0/0 
Aye:   Cassar, Clendening, Fischer, McNeil, Merchat, Pedroza, Simon 
Abst



Vote:    7/0/0 
Aye:   Cassar, Clendening, Fischer, McNeil, Merchat, Pedroza, Simon 
Abstentions:  None  
Absent:  None 
 

F. Adopt Resolution No. 10 -22/23 to Provisionally Withdraw Membership in  
the San Diego County Property and Liability Joint Powers Authority Prior to  
March 31, 2023  

By motion of Trustee McNeil, seconded by Trustee Simon, the board Adopt Resolution 
No. 10-22/23 to Provisionally Withdraw Membership in the San Diego County Property 
and Liability Joint Powers Authority Prior to March 31, 2023.  
Vote:    7/0/0 
Aye:   Cassar, Clendening, Fischer, McNeil, Merchat, Pedroza, Simon 
Abstentions:  None  
Absent:  None 

 

IX. PERIODIC REVIEW – BOARD POLICIES (Action Required)  
 

A. Board Policy 2105 –  Election of Student Trustee   
Proposed edits to Board Policy 2105 – Election of Student Trustee were reviewed and 
discussed.  By motion of Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Clendening, the board 
adopted Board Policy 2105. 
Vote:    7/0/0 
Aye:   Cassar, Clendening, Fischer, McNeil, Merchat, Pedroza, Simon 
Abstentions:  None  
Absent:  None 
Student Trustee: Aye (Advisory Vote) 

 

X. COLLEGE-RELATED REPORTS 
 
A. Trustees Activities 
Trustees attended the groundbreaking of the new Media Arts Building on February 27. 
 

Trustee McNeil attended the Black Nerds Expo, and he provided an overview of the 
GEAR UP program, which currently has cohorts from Oceanside and El Camino high 
schools.  He provided a handout to trustees that showed the level of outreach involved, 
including to parents of GEAR UP students, and about upcoming activities and trips in 
order to achieve optimum outcomes in the program.  
 

Trustees Simon and Clendening attended an event at the Oceanside Museum of Art, 
which was hosted by the North County African American Women’s Association in 
concert with the Oceanside Library that focused on Black women of the West. Trustee 
Clendening attended a meeting at CSUSM for enrolling African American students and 
also attended the Sister Soaring workshop that brought about 200 women and students 
together.  She noted that Robby Hass was honored as the Woman of the Year. Trustee 
Clendening attended a Scorpion electric vehicle car event involving TCI students. 
She reported that former Trustee Henry Holloway passed away on Tuesday of Cancer,  
 

Trustees Pedroza, Cassar, and Merchat attended the farmer’s market at the SEC. 
Trustee Cassar noted there were even more booths on the second week as compared 
to the first week, and community members attended in spite of the rain. Trustee Cassar 
attended the monthly SDICCCA meeting. Trustees Merchat attended the ACCJC meet 
and greet on Tuesday, and Trustees Merchat and Cassar participated in an online 
Futures meeting. 

  



 
B. Stude nts  
Student Trustee Inayah Abdulmateen reported the ASG discussed legislative priorities 
to be voted on at General Assembly, and the legislative affairs workgroup will be 
traveling to Long Beach March 31-



Council, which gave access to information and resources for futures thinking and 
was a great opportunity for MiraCosta to be a part of. 
 
Ng and the board trustees acknowledged Human Resources Supervisor Carolyn 
Sneary, who retired after 27 years of service to the district. 
 

F. Superintendent/President  
Superintendent/President Cooke shared that multiple MiraCosta students were 
selected as Jack Kent Cooke semi-finalists.  She thanked Facilities and the 
Kitchell teams for all of their work due to issues in the Administration Building, 
and the weather-related incidents across campus.  
 


