The associate degree at MiraCosta College provides a framework within which students
complete patterns of learning experiences designed to develop capabilities and insights
to support their academic and career goals. Among these capabilities and insights are
competencies that comprise a general education curriculum. These competencies
include the ability

X to think critically and communicate clearly and effectively both orally and in writing,
to locate, evaluate, and use needed information effectively,
to engage with diverse perspectives,
to use quantitative reasoning,
to understand the modes of inquiry of the major disciplines,
to be aware of other cultures and times,
to achieve insights gained through experience in thinking about ethical problems,
and
X to develop the capacity for self-understanding.
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In addition to these competencies, students graduating with an associate degree shall
possess sufficient depth in some field of knowledge to contribute to lifetime interest and
career pursuit. Majors or areas of emphasis that provide this depth are composed of a
minimum of eighteen (18) units. (See Administrative Procedure 4100: Graduation
Requirements for Degrees and Certificates.)

The MiraCosta College general education pattern (Plan A) for the associate in arts and
associate in science degree includes the completion of three units each in Areas 1A and
1B, and three units each in Areas 2 through 6 for a minimum of 21 units. Courses listed
in two different areas (1-6) may be used to satisfy a requirement in one area but not
both. A course listed in any area (1-6) may satisfy both a general education and a major
or area of emphasis requirement.

The Courses and Programs Committee (CPC) determines which courses can be used




criteria as related to their area of specialty:

1. Area 1—English Composition, Oral Communication, and Critical
Thinking (minimum 6 units), including the following:

x Area 1A—English Composition (minimum 3 units). Courses fulfilling
this requirement must be baccalaureate-level and include both
expository and argumentative writing.

x Area 1B—Oral Communication and Critical Thinking (minimum 3
units). Courses fulfilling this requirement must be baccalaureate-
level and may include oral communication and critical thinking
courses.

2. Area 2—Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning (minimum
3 units). Courses fulfilling this requirement must be at least college-level
and may include mathematics or quantitative reasoning courses,
including logic, statistics, computer languages, and related disciplines.

3. Area 3—Arts and Humanities (minimum 3 units). Courses in the humanities
study the cultural activities and



baccalaureate-level courses in astronomy, biology, chemistry, general
physical science, geology, meteorology, oceanography, physical
geography, physical anthropology, physics, and other scientific disciplines.

6. Area 6—Ethnic Studies (minimum 3 units). Courses fulfilling this
requirement may include baccalaureate-level courses in the four
autonomous disciplines within ethnic studies:

x Black Studies, African American Studies, Africana Studies

x Native American Studies

x Chicano/a/x Studies, Latino/a/x Studies, La Raza Studies

x Asian American Studies

Students may satisfy the requirements for any MiraCosta College general education
area (1-6) through submission of an official transcript that demonstrates the completion
of one of the following:

X A course at another California community college approved for the same general
education area.

X A course at an institution accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency in
a comparable general education area.

X A comparable course at an institution accredited by a nationally recognized
accrediting agency.

As an alternative to completing the MiraCosta College general education pattern (Plan
A), students may satisfy a the generation education requirement for an associate degree
at MiraCosta College through cdorplétion ofrgZC Me (aCIGE (PT -c)4CO0 Td (
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