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SPRING 2023 CORE COMPETENCY ASSESSMENT  

OVERVIEW 

 

At MiraCosta College, the concept of Core Competencies refers to overarching learning outcomes students are expected 
to acquire while completing coursework required for a degree, certificate, or transfer. Each semester the college 
conducts a classroom assessment of student skill acquisition from the faculty perspective, allowing faculty to examine 
whether students are achieving course learning outcomes tied to specific areas of competence. In the Spring 2023 
semester, faculty assessed Goal Setting & Project Planning, the process of identifying something that needs to be 
accomplished, for the first time. Written Communication was assessed for the third time. This report divides the 
analysis of each competence into separate sections and contains charts and tables that disaggregate core competency 
assessments by important student characteristics. 

 

EVALUATION METHODOLOGY 

 

Prior to the semester’s start, faculty review and confirm an initial coding process that has mapped a particular core 
competency to one or more of their course learning outcomes. 
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● A total of 94 duplicated (94 unduplicated



3 

● The table suggests that lower Goal Setting & Project Planning scores may be related to failing grades 

● Goal Setting & Project Planning scores were higher on average among students who passed their course (A, B, C, 

P grades), but did not increase linearly with increases in grade success 

● Extremely small grade samples impede the ability to statistically evaluate the strength of a potential relationship 

between these variables.  

 

 

Grade Received n Average Score 

A 55 3.15 

B 23 2.68 

C/P 10 
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GOAL SETTING & PROJECT PLANNING DEMOGRAPHIC TABLES & GRAPHS 

 

UNITS ATTAINED AT MIRACOSTA COLLEGE 

 

● Goal Setting & Project Planning scores were highest among students who attained over 60 units at MiraCosta 

College prior to Spring 2023 

● Goal Setting & Project Planning scores were lowest on average among students with less than 15 accumulated 

units at MiraCosta College 

● Average Goal Setting & Project Planning scores declined almost linearly in lower unit categories 

● Small, disaggregated samples across unit categories make it difficult to know whether these patterns accurately 

represent the student population overall  

● However, this observed trend may speak to the incremental development of this competency across a student’s 

educational journey 

● Inferences will become stronger over time as more data supports or fails to support these initial observations 

 

Figure 3: Average Goal Setting & Project Planning score by Units Completed Prior to Spring 2023 

 
Please note: Sample size is shown in 
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● Small, disaggregated samples, particularly for higher Plan A, Area A unit attainment, make it difficult to know 

whether these patterns accurately represent the student population overall  

● However, this observed trend may speak to the incremental development of this competency across student’s 

general education attainment 

● As more data is collected, better inferences can be drawn regarding Goal Setting skill and its relation to Plan A 

unit completion among MiraCosta College students 

 

Figure 4: Average Goal Setting & Project Planning score by Plan A, Area A Units Completed Prior to Spring 2023 

 
Please note: Sample size is shown in blue above average score. 

 

ADMISSION STATUS 

● Average 
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Please note: Sample size is shown in blue above average score. 

 

AGE 
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Figure 7: Average Goal Setting & Project Planning Score by Gender 

 

  
Please note: Sample size is shown in blue above average score. 

 

 

ETHNICITY 
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Figure 8: Proportion of average Goal Setting & Project Planning score category by Ethnicity 
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The sample of Goal Setting & Project Planning core competency assessments was small, resulting in a reduced ability to 

make broad-based inferences about the student body across demographic variables of interest. The strength of the 

inferences will increase as the college collects more data for this competency in future terms.  

By comparison, the sample for Written Communication was larger in Spring 2023, making the analysis of this 

competency more robust and reliable. The statistics generated by this sample more closely approximate the overall 

population of MiraCosta College students, 
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o Content Development: Using appropriate, relevant content to explore ideas through work 
o Genre/Disciplinary Conventions: Following formal and informal rules inherent to the writing project 
o Sources & Evidence: Use of credible, relevant sources to support ideas  
o Control of Syntax/
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N/A* 0.0% 30.0% 45.0% 25.0% 0.0% 

* Please note: One faculty member did not provide student ID numbers to preserve student anonymity. These individuals could not be 

associated with student records (n= 20).  

 

● In examining the distributions of grades across average Written Communication score categories in the heat 

map below, there appears to be a somewhat linear pattern between Written Communication scores and earned 

course grade  

● Of the students who earned the grade of “A,” over 75% earn an average score of “3” or “4” 

● Nearly 60% of those earning a grade of “F” received a score of “2” while 50% of those earning a grade of “D” 
scored a “1” or “2” on average 

● Small numbers of observations in lower grade categories undermine our ability to evaluate the strength of this 
relationship with inferential statistics 

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATION DEMOGRAPHIC TABLES & GRAPHS 

 

UNITS ATTAINED AT MIRACOSTA COLLEGE 

● The highest Written Communication scores were generated by students with 31-45 completed MiraCosta 

College units prior to Spring 2023 

● The lowest Written Communication scores were found among students with 0 completed prior units at the 
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PLAN A UNITS ATTAINED 

 

● Written communication scores were highest on average among students who attained 1-15 Plan A, Area A units 

at MiraCosta College prior to Spring 2023 

● Goal Setting & Project Planning scores were lowest on average among students with more than 16 accumulated 

Plan A, Area A units at MiraCosta College 

● Average Goal Setting & Project Planning scores declined almost linearly in lower unit categories 

● Small, disaggregated samples for higher unit categories make it difficult to know whether these patterns 

accurately represent the student population as such findings may be due to chance 

● Inferences will become stronger over time as more data supports or fails to support these initial observations 

 

Figure 12: Average Written Communication score by Plan A, Area A Units Completed Prior to Spring 2023 

 
Please note: Sample size is shown in blue above average score. 

ADMISSION STATUS 

 

● Continuing students exhibited the highest Written Communication scores 

● Written Communication scores were lowest on average among Returning students  

 

Figure 13: Average Written Communication score by Admission Status  

* Please note: One faculty member did not provide student ID numbers to preserve student anonymity. These individuals could not be associated 
with student records (n= 20). Sample size is shown in blue above the average score. 
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AGE 

● The highest Written Communication scores were observed among students ages 25-40  

● However, minimal sampling of non-
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ETHNICITY 

 

● Among more robustly represented ethnic groups, White students tended to generate slightly higher Written 

Communication scores than Hispanic/Latino students  

● Small sample sizes for most ethnic categories make it difficult to discern meaningful trends for the remaining 

ethnic groups  

 

Table 8: Average Written Communication score by Ethnicity 

  n Average Score 

Asian 14 3.14 

Black/African American 6 2.87 

Hispanic/Latino 90 2.83 

Middle Eastern/N. African 3 2.67 

Pacific Islander 3 2.47 

Multiracial 20 2.74 

Unknown 2 3.60 

White 86 2.99 

N/A 20 1.95 

          * Please note: One faculty member did not provide student ID numbers to preserve  

            student anonymity. These individuals could not be associated with student records (n= 20).  

 

Figure 16: Average Written Communication score category by Ethnicity 
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White. This observation is interesting considering that overall Latinx students performed worse than white students in 

terms of Written Communication. This may be suggestive of an interaction between variables where perhaps only 

segments of the Latinx population (i.e., younger Latinx students under 25) 


