
 

  
  

   
  
 

  

  

    
   

  
  
   

DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF FORM SS 8572� 

All Penal Code (PC) references are located in Article 2.5 of the PC. This article is known as the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting 
Act (CANRA). The provisions of CANRA may be viewed at: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html (specify “Penal Code” and search 
for Sections 11164-11174.3).  A mandated reporter must complete and submit the form SS 8572 even if some of the requested 
information is not known. (PC Section 11167(a).) 

I.� MANDATED CHILD ABUSE REPORTERS 

•� Mandated child abuse reporters include all those individuals 
and entities listed in PC Section 11165.7. 

II.� TO WHOM REPORTS ARE TO BE MADE 
(“DESIGNATED AGENCIES”) 

•� Reports of suspected child abuse or neglect shall be made by 
mandated reporters to any police department or sheriff’s 
department (not including a school district police or security 
department), the county probation department (if designated 
by the county to receive mandated reports), or the county 
welfare department. (PC Section 11165.9.) 

III. REPORTING RESPONSIBILITIES 

•� Any mandated reporter who has knowledge of or observes a 
child, in his or her professional capacity or within the scope 
of his or her employment, whom he or she knows or 
reasonably suspects has been the victim of child abuse or 
neglect shall report such suspected incident of abuse or 
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